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PhD, senior lecturer, Sumy State University 

Prospects of European Integration for Ukraine 

European integration has always been one of the priority tasks for Ukraine. This 

is logical, because our country shares common values with the European Union and 

maintains friendly relations with all EU states. For a long time, Ukraine was only 

ethically and value-linked to the European Union. However, in 2022, a new stage in 

relations between Kyiv and Brussels began — Ukraine received the status of a 

candidate for EU membership. This materialized the prospects of joining the 

European community and became an impetus for further reforms. 

Unfortunately, today the European integration of Ukraine is taking place in 

conditions of large-scale russian intervention. On the one hand, it showed the 

determination of Ukrainians to defend their borders and their state. It also 

demonstrated our ability to follow European values and laws, even in the conditions 

of a bloody war with an aggressor who has completely different values. On the other 

hand, it forced a review of approaches and priorities in the field of security of the 

European Union, gave a new quality to the policy of Brussels in the Ukrainian 

direction [1]. 

Nevertheless, despite the fact that Ukrainians have to defend themselves every 

day, we continue to work. Ukraine continues pro-European reforms, adopts important 

European integration laws, and deepens cooperation with Brussels in various areas. In 

general, there is reason to talk about noticeable progress, significant gains and shifts 

on the European path. It should be noted that it is quite promising to start a candidate 

for the EU, but this is far from the final stage. It is necessary not to lose momentum 

on the way to the EU, to use the advantages of the new status, to carry out reforms 

necessary for the acquisition of membership in the EU and to ensure the conditions 

for the post-war recovery of Ukraine according to European norms and standards. 

It is also a well-known fact that the European integration of Ukraine became one 

of the factors of russian aggression. Ukraine's European integration was a priori 

perceived by the kremlin leadership as a challenge to the hegemony of the russian 

federation in the post-Soviet space. In general, russian pressure on Ukraine with the 

aim of blocking Kyiv's European integration course was carried out throughout the 
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recent history of russian-Ukrainian relations. However, now it has acquired signs of 

genocide of Ukrainians and is oriented towards the destruction of the Ukrainian state. 

However, the war, contrary to the plan of the aggressor, on the contrary 

strengthened the relations between Kyiv and Brussels. The EU has become one of 

Ukraine's staunchest friends. Granting Ukraine the status of a candidate for joining 

the EU can be seen as a united Europe's response to russia’s neo-imperial policy. 

However, the war significantly slowed down the pace of Ukraine's European 

integration. The war unleashed by putin’s regime is one of the deadliest in Europe 

since World War II. At the moment, it is not possible to say exactly the number of 

dead among the civilian population of Ukraine, which is increasing every day. 

Between 20 000 and 22 000 people died near Mariupol alone. The scale of Ukraine's 

economic losses as a result of the war is critical. October 13, 2022 during a joint 

meeting of the Government, the World Bank Group, and the IMF, President V. 

Zelensky said: “This year, russian terror led to the decline of the Ukrainian economy 

by more than a third” [2]. Russian rockets fired at the civilian infrastructure of cities 

also caused enormous damage. Tens of thousands of educational institutions were 

destroyed, residential buildings, medical facilities and cultural buildings. 

Therefore, a large-scale war, which threatens Ukrainian statehood, forces to 

significantly adjust the priorities of internal socio-economic development and foreign 

policy in general, to focus the main attention and resources on resistance to russian 

aggression. This cannot help but affect the dynamics and efficiency of promotion in 

the European direction. 

However, the European Union demonstrated its solidarity and support for 

Ukraine: 

 condemned the russian aggression, did not recognize the annexation of 

Crimea and the "accession" of the occupied Ukrainian territories to the russian 

federation; 

 provides various military aid to Ukraine; 

 provides financial, economic and humanitarian support; 

 strengthens and extends the sanctions policy against the aggressor country; 

 provides protection and assistance to Ukrainian refugees; 

 welcomes the implementation of reforms in Ukraine [3]. 

In general, from February 24, 2022. Ukraine received an unprecedented level of 

comprehensive support from the EU. The solidarity of the European Union with 

Ukraine and the entry to a new level of bilateral political dialogue is expressed in the 

regular visits of the heads of European institutions to Ukraine. 

I would also like to note the prospects of Ukraine’s European integration: 

 Ukraine’s entry into new relations with European countries and its 

perception as a significant player in political relations; 

 activation of cooperation in the fight against organized crime, smuggling, 

illegal migration, drug trade; 

 reduction of corruption in Ukraine; 

 use of EU standards in production; 

 simplification of transport and logistics schemes; 

 transition to a new level of competitiveness of Ukrainian products; 
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 increasing investments in business and technology development; 

 reforming education, health care, social protection; 

 unification of energy prices. 

All this helps Ukraine to maintain its defense and largely brings Ukraine's 

victory and its future in the European Union closer. 
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Since its foundation, the European Union has gradually turned into one of the 

most powerful political and financial, and economic centers of the modern world, 

which guarantees its citizens social mechanisms of a high standard of living, stability, 

and confidence. European integration is therefore one of the most important strategic 

goals of Ukraine's national policy.  

For our country, joining the EU could be an opportunity to modernize our 

economy, draw in foreign capital and cutting-edge technology, boost domestic 

producers' competitiveness, and open up the potential of accessing the single EU 

internal market. In terms of politics, the Ukrainian state's modernization of its legal 

system and democratization of its political and institutional institutions are both 

influenced by European integration. Cooperation with the EU will help raise the level 

of living and wealth of the populace while bringing Ukraine's socioeconomic 

conditions closer to excellent European norms.  

The progress of European integration of Ukraine can be divided into several 

stages, each marked by important events and milestones: 

• 1991 – 2004: Building of ties with the EU. 

• 2004 – 2013: Orange Revolution and talks to closer relations with the EU. 

• 2014 – 2019: Euromaidan, the annexation of Crimea, and the signing of the 

Association Agreement. 
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