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English for Specific Purposes (ESP)

Professional communicative competence – which is the focus of the ESP Core Curriculum – is acquired by

students of different specialism for real5life academic and job5related areas and situations. These generic job5related

areas and situations are not specified in the Curriculum as they will be defined within the individual specialism areas

of the Curriculum users (see Section 6.2).

There is no prescribed or unified ESP course content. This is because the students’ needs are diverse. Course

developers should draw on the ESP Core Curriculum Learning Objectives, refer to Vantage (2001) and their own

needs analyses to design syllabuses for their own ESP specialist courses in order to achieve the target B2 level of

language proficiency.

6 ESP Core Curriculum

6.1 Objectives

The ESP Core Curriculum is designed to achieve the B2 language proficiency level as the standard of achievement

for the Bachelor’s degree. The Curriculum is intended to serve a wide range of needs: those of university administra5

tions, faculties, departments and individual students.

The national EQS for the Bachelor’s qualification level in conjunction with the recommendations of the CEF deter5

mine the learning objectives of the ESP Core Curriculum. Such objectives are designed to meet both the needs of

future professionals and societal expectations. The core learning objectives for the B2 language proficiency level are

generic by nature, and transferable to a variety of specialisms. The objectives incorporate professional communica5

tive competences in terms of generic language/study skills; language knowledge; and socio5linguistic and pragmatic

competences.

Syllabus designers should draw on the generic learning objectives relevant to their students’ specific needs. The

objectives can then be adapted as appropriate for the particular specialism. Topic areas, situations and text types

should be specified according to job5related academic and/or professional needs and contexts. Thus, for example,

students of tourism should be able to operate within tourism5related areas and situations (i.e. deal with clients at a

travel agency, participate in travel industry fairs, etc.). Students of medicine, on the other hand, should be able to

deal with patients at clinics and hospitals, and take part in meetings and conferences on topics related to medicine,

etc.

The ESP Core Curriculum learning objectives for B2 level are specified in Fig. 4.

The generic learning objectives for the C1 level of language proficiency, if required to qualify for a Master’s

Degree in a verbally demanding specialism (at the discretion of the university) are listed in Appendices I – L. The

inventory of functional exponents for individual specialisms should be determined by a needs analysis and in close

cooperation with subject teachers. Professional communicative competence develops with the performance of

job5related tasks (projects, research, etc.) which become highly specialised in terms of vocabulary and profes5

sion5bound behaviour. Team teaching by language and subject specialists becomes essential and the amount of

self5study increases. Assessment of the learning outcomes adheres to the principles similar to those of the B2

proficiency level.
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