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Wireless network refers to any type of computer network that 

uses wireless (usually, but not always radio waves) for network 

connections. It is a method by which homes, telecommunications 

networks and enterprise (business) installations avoid the costly 

process of introducing cables into a building, or as a connection 

between various equipment locations. 

Wireless personal area networks (WPANs) interconnect 

devices within a relatively small area, that is generally within a 

person's reach. For example, both Bluetooth radio and 

invisible infrared light provides a WPAN for interconnecting a 

headset to a laptop. 

A wireless local area network (WLAN) links two or more 

devices over a short distance using a wireless distribution method, 

usually providing a connection through an access point for Internet 

access. The use of spread-spectrum or OFDM technologies may 

allow users to move around within a local coverage area, and still 

remain connected to the network. 

A cellular network or mobile network is a radio network 

distributed over land areas called cells, each served by at least one 

fixed-location transceiver, known as a cell site or base station. In a 

cellular network, each cell characteristically uses a different set of 

radio frequencies from all their immediate neighbouring cells to 

avoid any interference. 

The telecommunications network at the physical layer also 

consists of many interconnected wireline Network Elements (NEs). 

These NEs can be stand-alone systems or products that are either 

supplied by a single manufacturer, or are assembled by the service 

provider (user) or system integrator with parts from several different 

manufacturers. 

In a general sense, wireless networks offer a vast variety of 

uses by both business and home users. 
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